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The Snow Leopard is an 
endangered big cat that lives 
in various remote, 
high-altitude mountain areas 
throughout the world. This 
majestic spotted feline is a 
creamy white with black 
spots, which gives them the 
handy ability to blend in with 
their surroundings, hence 
their nickname ‘Ghost of the 
Mountain’!



They have long, thickly furred tails to 
help them balance as they navigate the 
steep cliffs, and their long hind legs help 
them jump up to 6 times their body 
length (75-100cm without tail) in one 
bound, making them impressive hunters. 
Thanks to their agility and carnivorous 
nature, they have been known to 
successfully hunt animals over three 
times their weight! Despite this, they will 
only eat large meals (such as blue sheep, 
goats, or deer) two or three times a 
month, and more frequently kill smaller 
prey, like rabbits or pikas.



Cubs are born around June and July, in 
litters of one to five, although two to three 
is more common. As young cubs, Snow 
Leopards are vulnerable, since their eyes 
only open when they are seven days old. 
During this time, the mother stays with 
them in a cave while the father hunts and 
protects the cave from potential danger. 
When they are three months old, the cubs 
learn how to hunt and survive, firstly by 
watching their mother, and later by 
exploring on their own. When they are one 
year old, they leave the cave and live 
alone, fending for themself- very different 
to how things work with people!



Unfortunately, Snow Leopards are in danger, with the 
conservation status vulnerable, mainly due to poaching, 
habitat loss, and retaliation from humans for killing 
livestock. As a top predator, these cats play a crucial 
part in the ecosystem of the mountains, controlling the 
population of herbivores and removing unhealthy 
animals from its habitat. Conservation groups like Snow 
Leopard Trust are working to protect them from 
potential extinction by parenterning with other groups 
and individuals, spreading awareness and providing 
vital resources. By supporting these efforts, we can 
create a better future for these creatures, and protect 
the fragile balance of their habitat.



In conclusion, Snow Leopards 
are important and incredible 
creatures that we need to 
protect. They deserve to live in 
the wild without becoming 
more and more endangered, 
and it’s up to us as humans to 
make this happen. In my 
opinion, you can help by 
spreading awareness about 
these ‘Ghosts of the 
Mountains’- and remember, 
every voice counts!


